322              THE  COLLECTED WORKS  OF  MAHATMA  GANDHI

the art of killing and being killed, rather than in a cowardly
manner flee from danger. For the latter in spite of his flight does
commit mental hmsa. He flees because he has not the courage
to be killed in the act of killing.

There is yet another lesson the Moplah outbreak teaches us.
We dare not leave any section of our countrymen in utter darkness
and expect not to be overtaken by it ourselves.    Our English
"masters" were uninterested in the Moplahs becoming orderly citi-
zens and learning the virtue of toleration and the truth of Islam.
But we too have neglected our ignorant countrymen all these long
centuries.   We have not felt the call of love to see that no one
was left ignorant of the necessity of humaneness or remained in
want of food or clothing for no fault of his own.    If we do not
wake up betimes, we shall find a similar tragedy enacted by all
the submerged classes.   The present awakening  is affecting all
classes.   The  "untouchables"   and   all  the so-called semi-savage
tribes will presently bear witness to our wrongs against them if
we do not do penance and render tardy justice to them.

Young India, 20-10-1921

139.    TO THE READER

I have said elsewhere in this issue that, as far as lies within
my power, I shall spend the remaining part of this year in Guj-
arat, and that too in the Ashram. ^

My only reason for doing so is to have as much time as
possible to myself for thinking and writing and for meeting those
whom I should meet. I cannot do this if persons drop in at all
hours simply to see me. People's affection for me is such that
there is a stream of visitors throughout the day. In such condi-
tions, I cannot work as much as I should like to do.

I would, therefore, request those readers of the Navajivan
who are regular visitors to the Ashram not to come merely to sec
me. The better course for^ them would be to devote in carding,
spinning and weaving the time they would spend in coming here
to see me. Those who wish to put any questions to me would get
a reply if they write to me.

Those who needs must come would save their time if they
do so by appointment, or come between three and four in the
afternoon. I would request that no one should in any case come
in the morning, except by special appointment, as I devote my
mornings to writing and such other work.